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Overview of Qualitative
Research
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experience institutional
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Research trending topics

Young disabled people experience
institutional discrimination 
New research by the
University of Warwick has
found that disabled young
people in England
experience institutional and
structural discrimination in
mainstream schools, with
two thirds fewer achieving
level 2 qualifications
compared to non-disabled
peers. 

Qualitative Research in
Information Systems

Economic wealth may be linked
with happiness in China, if
inequality is low

Researcher Dr. Stella
Chatzitheochari said, "These
negative experiences
certainly influence
educational attainment, but
we also have evidence that
these experiences may
cause psychological harms
which have long term
effects trajectories.

Tech companies and programs turn
to recruiters to find top-notch
candidates, but gender bias can
creep in long before women even
apply, according to research by
Jacqueline Ng Lane 

Research methods can be classified
in various ways, however one of the
most common distinctions is
between qualitative and
quantitative research methods.
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ECONOMIC WEALTH MAY BE LINKED WITH HAPPINESS IN CHINA

E C O N O M I C  G R O W T H

A  R E V I E W

A country's economic prosperity is linked with improved well-being in its residents, according
to a study published in PLOS ONE by Feng Huang from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and
colleagues. Philosophers have long pondered the fraught relationship between money and
happiness. Aristotle and Solon argued against the euphoric powers of wealth, while the
Easterlin Paradox suggests that a nation's economic fortitude can influence its residents'
health and happiness. Little evidence exists to support this claim in China, especially after the
country's recent economic expansion and rapid industrialization.

https://wahacademia.com/
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Huang and colleagues investigated the influence of
national economic growth on subjective well-being
(someone's self-assessed level of happiness)
across 31 provinces in mainland China from 2010–
2020. To track economic health, the researchers
used two data points from the National Bureau of
Statistics of China: gross domestic product (GDP)
per capita and the Gini coefficient, which reflects
income inequality.

To gauge the subjective well-being of Chinese
residents, the researchers securely analyzed public
content from 644,243 users of the microblogging
platform Weibo. The researchers used natural
language processing to analyze and quantify the
tone of each post.



Results suggest that across all provinces from 2010–2020, subjective well-being increased
alongside increased GDP per capita (by 0.38 units for every 46.70% increase in GDP per capita).
Higher income inequality was associated with reduced subjective well-being (a reduction of
1.47 units for every 0.09 unit increase in the Gini coefficient), and when it becomes too high
(when the Gini coefficient exceeds 0.609), the link between the economy and mental health no
longer exists.
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https://wahacademia.com/

A majority of participants lived in the more affluent
Eastern China, and all were literate social media users,
which might affect the research's generalizability to
other populations.

Further research could also interrogate wealth
disparities within specific localities (as opposed to
provinces). Nonetheless, the researchers state that
their study "advocates for a balanced approach to
economic planning" and they encourage adopting
policies that combat income disparities and foster
sustainable economic growth.

The authors add, "The equilibrium between economic
growth and income equality is crucial for improving
well-being in China, underscoring the nuanced
interplay between prosperity and equitable wealth
distribution for true happiness."

More Info:

Does wealth equate to happiness? an 11-year panel
data analysis exploring socio-economic indicators
and social media metrics, PLoS ONE (2024). 
DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0301206

https://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0301206


OVERVIEW OF QUALITATIVE RESEARCH

R E S E A R C H  P R O M P T  

S O C I A L  S C I E N C E S

All research (whether quantitative or qualitative) is based on some underlying assumptions about
what constitutes ‘valid’ research and which research methods are appropriate. In order to conduct
and/or evaluate qualitative research, it is therefore important to know what these (sometimes
hidden) assumptions are. For our purposes, the most pertinent philosophical assumptions are
those which relate to the underlying epistemology which guides the research. Epistemology refers
to the assumptions about knowledge and how it can be obtained. 

https://wahacademia.com/
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Guba and Lincoln (1994) suggest four underlying
“paradigms” for qualitative research: positivism,
post-positivism, critical theory, and
constructivism. Orlikowski and Baroudi (1991),
following Chua (1986), suggest three categories,
based on the underlying research epistemology:
positivist, interpretive and critical. This three-fold
classification is the one that is adopted here.
However, it needs to be said that, while these
three research epistemologies are philosophically
distinct (as ideal types), in the practice of social
research these distinctions are not always so
clear cut (e.g. see Lee, 1989). There is
considerable disagreement as to whether these
research “paradigms” or underlying
epistemologies are necessarily opposed or can
be accommodated within the one study.



It should be clear from the above that the word ‘qualitative’ is not a synonym for ‘interpretive’ –
qualitative research may or may not be interpretive, depending upon the underlying philosophical
assumptions of the researcher. Qualitative research can be positivist, interpretive, or critical. It follows
from this that the choice of a specific qualitative research method (such as the case study method) is
independent of the underlying philosophical position adopted. For example, case study research can
be positivist (Yin, 2002), interpretive (Walsham, 1993), or critical, just as action research can be positivist
(Clark, 1972), interpretive (Elden and Chisholm, 1993) or critical (Carr and Kemmis, 1986). 
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For more information:

Qualitative Research in Information Systems
https://www.qual.auckland.ac.nz/



YOUNG DISABLED PEOPLE EXPERIENCE INSTITUTIONAL DISCRIMINATION
AND STIGMATIZATION IN MAINSTREAM ENGLISH SCHOOLS

R E S E A R C H  T R E N D S  

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D

Researcher Dr. Stella Chatzitheochari said,"The study also interviewed young people's "These
negative experiences certainly influenceparents/guardians. The project found that educational
attainment, but we also havedisabled young people often experience evidence that these
experiences may causeinstances of institutional and structural psychological harms which have
long termdiscrimination in mainstream schools, which effects and may follow people into
adulthoodultimately result in inadequate SEN support and and influence their employment
trajectories.negative school experiences. Examples of such Negative school experiences
andinstances include denial of school entry, stigmatization may cause young
disabledinadequate exam provisions, Learning Support people to lack self-efficacy and their
careerthat does not fully address student support aspirations may suffer as a result." Theneeds,
lack of appropriate spaces as well as research project included analysis of nationallyexclusionary
practices. To a large extent, these representative data and interviewed 35issues are linked to
current problems with SEN autistic, dyslexic, and/or physically disabledfunding. Dr.
Chatzitheochari gave evidence at young people. Young people were interviewedthe House of
Lords Public Services Committee twice, the first time prior to their GCSEinquiry examining young
disabled people's examinations and the second time one yearexperiences transitioning from
education to later. employment.

New research by the University of Warwick has found that disabled young people in England
experience institutional and structural discrimination in mainstream schools, with two thirds fewer
achieving level 2 qualifications compared to non-disabled peers. Academics argue that these
experiences are a key barrier to educational and occupational attainment. Academics from the
Department of Sociology at the University of Warwick recently completed a three-year research
project which investigated educational pathways and work outcomes of disabled young people
in England. 

https://wahacademia.com/

15 December 2023 THE RESEARCHER Vol. 07

https://phys.org/tags/educational+attainment/
https://phys.org/tags/educational+attainment/
https://phys.org/news/2023-01-disabled-young-people-upward-social.html
https://phys.org/tags/educational+attainment/
https://phys.org/tags/educational+attainment/
https://phys.org/news/2023-01-disabled-young-people-upward-social.html
https://phys.org/news/2023-01-disabled-young-people-upward-social.html
https://phys.org/news/2023-01-disabled-young-people-upward-social.html
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/sociology/research/projects/isc/educationalpathways/educationalpathways
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/sociology/research/projects/isc/educationalpathways/educationalpathways
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/sociology/research/projects/isc/educationalpathways/educationalpathways
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/sociology/research/projects/isc/educationalpathways/educationalpathways
https://phys.org/tags/young+people/


At the hearing, she emphasized the importance of collecting and scrutinizing evidence surrounding
different conditions and impairments, in order to offer a range of support for a diverse range of
needs. "It is really crucial to acknowledge that disabled young people are a very heterogeneous
group who have different impairment/condition-based limitations and needs and may face
different barriers in education and employment. Young disabled people need support, but the type
of support needed will vary greatly from person to person. Person-centered rather than one-size
fits all approaches are crucial to facilitate school-to-work transitions of disabled young people," Dr.
Chatzitheochari continues. 

"We also need to consider that disabled young people's experience of disadvantage is also
greatly impacted by other factors such as socio-economic background, ethnicity and gender. For
example, research from our project shows that disabled young people from working class
backgrounds are a lot more likely to experience educational and occupational disadvantage. So,
in terms of finding a solution and building support pathways that are fit for purpose, it is very
complex piece of work that needs to be done." 
During the committee Dr. Chatzitheochari also drew on her previous research and explained that
a large proportion of young disabled people leave school with poor qualifications. 

While Department for Education data captures these outcomes for those identified with special
educational needs in the educational system, other studies have captured those without special
educational needs but with long standing conditions and impairments, such as diabetes, who are
also educationally disadvantaged, and their needs should also be considered. 

Her research has found that just 26% of those with SEND (special educational needs and
disability), long-standing conditions and impairments, achieved Level 2 qualifications, as
opposed to 67% of those with no known disabilities. 

"This is a particularly disadvantaged population of young people. Our study has identified key
barriers these young disabled people face moving from education into employment; many of
these stems from their earlier experiences in education," explains Dr. Chatzitheochari. 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/sociology/research/projects/isc/educationalpathways/education
alpathways
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SOCIAL SCIENCES TRENDING TOPICS AROUND THE WORLD 

P U B L I C A T I O N S
R E S E A R C H  I N  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E S

https://wahacademia.com/
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Religious beliefs/practices
Repatriation
Rhine-Danube corridor
Ritual masks
Roma (gypsy) culture
Social networks
Stonehenge
Subcultural groups (e.g. hippies,
Hell's Angels, etc.)
Totem poles
Traditional medicine
Untouchability

THE RESEARCHER Vol. 07

Addiction
Anger management
Animal assisted therapy
Asperger's Syndrome
Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD)
Autism
Behaviorism
Bipolar disorder
Birth order
Borderline personality disorder
Compulsion loop
Cross-dressing

2016 presidential campaign
Alt-right
Arab Spring
Automatic voter registration
Campaign finance laws
Congressional Review Act
Debates
Democratization
Effect of mass media
Electoral College reform
Environmental Protection Agency
Executive actions
African American Vernacular
English
American Sign Language
Artificial languages
Borrowed words
Creoles
Constructed languages
Aging
Ambient awareness
Anti-vaccination
Black Lives Matter
Class


